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Inside this issue: 

Walk With Me unites thou-
sands of people in a com-
mon cause - to provide help 
and hope for individuals and 
families living with disabili-
ties.  Proceeds from Walk 
With Me support local Easter 
Seals services for children 
with disabilities including 
medical rehabi l i tat ion 
(physical, speech, and occu-
pational therapy). 

Our Honorary 
Ambassadors 

When you register for Walk 
With Me, you wonôt just re-
ceive the typical race num-
ber, wrist band, or t-shirt.  
You will be partnered with 
an Easter Seals honorary 
ambassador - a person with a 
disability who has benefited 
from Easter Seals services.  
So come walk with Hayden, 
Makana, Charity, Ruth and 
Omari. 

Hayden, age 3, came to 
Easter Seals in October 2006 
when he was 17 months old.  
He has Wolf-Hirschorn Syn-
drome and cortical-visual 
impairment.   

Charity, age 6, has Rett Syn-
drome and receives Occupa-
tional & Speech Therapy 
from Easter Seals.   

Easter Seals West Alabama 
would like to invite the West 
Alabama community to join 
us on Saturday, October 3, 
2009, at Riverwalk Park East 
at the corner of Jack Warner 
Parkway and Hackberry Lane 
for our 3rd annual Walk 
With Me event. In addition 
to the  1.5 fun walk, this year 
we are adding a 5K run. Reg-
istration for the run begins 
at 8am with a 9am registra-
tion for the walk. After the 
event sit back relax and enjoy 
refreshments, childrenôs ac-
tivitiesðfun for the entire 
family! 

"Last year, I decided to take part 
in an Easter Seals walk ... Iôve 
also volunteered with an Easter 
Seals children's therapy program 
and I've seen the adults that go 
to the vocational program too. 
Easter Seals is a very special 
program, and I'm honored to be 
a part of it!"  -- Carly, age 13 

We hear comments from 
Walk With Me participants 
like Carly all the time. They 
come away from an Easter 
Seals Walk With Me event 
knowing theyôve helped a 
great cause ... and they have 
fun walking with their fam-
ily, friends and co-workers. 
You can too! 

Mark your Calendar ð Saturday, October 3rd 
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2009 Walk With Me 
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Omari  

Makana came to Easter Seals 
in 2004 when she was 2.  She 
has Down Syndrome & hypo-
thyroidism.   

Ruth, age 4 has Agenesis of 
the Corpus Callosum, blind-
ness, diabetes and a speech-
language delay. 

Omari, age 6, has Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. He re-
ceives speech therapy for a 
language delay and occupa-
tional therapy for sensory 
issues. 

For information on becoming a 
team captain, to create a team, 
join a team or donate, visit 
www.walkwithme.org/tuscalo
osa or call 759-1211 ext 229. 
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2009 Spring Gala . . . A Blooming Success!! 

The Easter Seals Spring Gala 
was held on April 18, 2009 at 
the Bryant Conference Cen-
ter.  The Board of Directors, 
volunteers, and staff of Easter 
Seals West Alabama would 
like to thank the West Ala-
bama community for your 
tremendous support of this 
fundraiser.  Your willingness 
to sponsor the event, pur-
chase tickets, and donate 
items for the auction helped 
us generate a net revenue of 
$57,000 for our childrenôs 
therapy programs.  Your West 

Alabama neighbors lead im-
proved lives because of the 
programs you help make pos-
sible.   

A Preview Party was held 
prior to the Gala for our 
sponsors, followed by The 
Spring Gala, which was at-
tended by over 300 people 
and featured dancing to the 
sounds of Groove Daddy, 
Live and Silent Auctions, a 
mock casino with Black Jack, 
Roulette, and Texas Hold 
Emô Poker.  The auctions 

featured trips, art, gift baskets, 
jewelry and more. 

There are over 60 volunteers 
that work hundreds of hours 
to make this event a success.  
We could not do it without 
their support.  A special thank 
you to Marilee Brown-Wells 
and Patricia Weaver, Chair-
persons. We look forward to 
seeing you next year at the 
Bryant Conference Center for 
Easter Seals Spring Gala 
2010!! 

Silver Partners 

Bank of Tuscaloosa 
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Peggy Abney 

Bradley Clements 
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Virginia Deloach 

Ben Lee, Director of Marketing, 
Alabama One Credit Union with Loie 
Robinson, Administrator  of Easter Seals 
West Alabama 

Don Rankin, Account Manager of CBS 
Channel 42,  with Loie Robinson, Ad-
ministrator  of Easter Seals West Alabama 




